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Many reports and suspicions have prevailed of his being concerned in some of the
designs which were formed against us. I can neither credit nor refute them. The
evil imputed to him is at best doubtful: The good which he did is certain, and
he is entitled to the entire merit of it

I avail myself of this repose in my narrative to relate another instance of private
merit in Beneram Pundit the Vakeel or minister of the Rajah of Berar, and his
brother Bissumber Pundit. These persons had come to pay their customary attend-
ance at my quarters about the time that the line was already on the march. They
immediately joined it. Some time after I saw, and spoke to them, expressing some
concern to find them in that situation. They were on foot without a single ser-
vant or attendant. I suffered them to accompany me till we caxne to the plain
and halted. I then thanked them for the proof which they had shewn of their
attachment, with which I was satisfied, and desired them to return, as they had a
large family in Banaris which would be exposed by their continuance with me to
the resentment of Cheit Sing, and perhaps to the worst effects of it; nor could they
by their presence afford me any service which could repay what I myself should feel
of compunction for suffering them to be exposed to such hazards. They refused me
in a peremptory manner, without compliment, or the ostentation of performing
meritorious service; and persisted, although I as peremptorily insisted on their re-
turn. I then desired that the elder brother who was corpulent, and of a consti-
tution less equal to fatigue, would return, and the younger only remain; but
could not prevail. A few days after my arrival at Chunar I casually mentioned
to them my distress for provisions, which was occasioned principally by the want
of money; for such was our total loss of credit that we could not raise a sufficiency
even for the ordinary wants of our small detachment; and it was with great dif-
ficulty, and a degree of violence that Lieutenant-Colonel Blair extorted from the
Shroffs of Chunar, who had lived and grown opulent under the protection of the
garrison, the small sum of 2,500 Rupees, which was distributed among all the
Sepoys, and afforded a satisfactory relief. Beneram Pundit immediately, and
with an eagerness which belonged to his character, told me that he had a Lack of

Rupees